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November President’s Message

The leaves are almost gone and winter is coming. Our horses are getting a break
from the intense training for shows and Christmas is around the corner.  I know some of
you now have some time to give to CDA. Penny Hawes is asking for people to be on her
committee to help with the running of the recognized show. Look over the jobs and if you
are interested or want to know more or just want to help, call her.

I mentioned in the last news letter that we need some help with the Omnibus. The
Omnibus serves a very important function for CDA and its members. It lists shows, has
the tests in it, membership applications, and more. We need three basic areas of help:

◊ an editor to compile the information and help lay out the book.
◊ an advertiser coordinator to send out letters to possible advertisers and

follow up with calls.
◊ a show listing coordinator to send out letters to show managers and follow

up with calls.

These three people and Lisa Blough will be the Omnibus committee. It may seem like a
hard job but mail merge is available for past advertisers and show managers. The bottom
line is to collect the information and keep track of the payments. If anyone is interested in
helping please contact Lisa. I would hate to see this project not happen.

This newsletter really has a lot of questions for the membership. So please
take a minute and answer. It will help the board to make a good decision on issues.
Thanks!

Finally, we have several CDA members going to the USDF annual conven-
tion this year. This is the most ever and it is great. CDA will gain so much information
and experiences from other GMO (Group Member Organizations) and from the meetings
and sessions. You will hear from these members in newsletters to come. It is not too late
for you to go! It is in Savannah, GA, December 2-6. If you need more information, give
Fern Feldman a call, or read your Dressage & CT.

See you on the Centerline….

                                                                                      Debra

"A horse is a thing of such beauty ...none will tire of looking at him as long as he
displays himself in his splendor."
                                                                                            Xenophon, 400 B.C.
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1998 CALENDAR

November 15
Annual Region 8 Meeting
NEDA Annual Meeting
Radisson Inn, Marlborough, MA
Fern Feldman
203-272-0711

November 21-22
CIRCLE K FARMS

Tom Noone Clinic
Private and semi private lessons available.
For more information call Hadewych
Fostini at 203 272- 6375

December 2-6
USDF National Convention
Savannah GA
402-434-8550

1999 CALENDAR

February 20
CDA Awards Party

(Information to follow)

Free Food

I know.  You don’t have time to volunteer.  Me neither.  If I had time to spend at a show
where I wasn’t even riding I’d spend it instead catching up on all the other things I’m

behind on.  I definitely couldn’t spare a whole Saturday down in Darien helping at the
CDA Ox Ridge show.

But I ended up there anyway.  I’m not sure how.  I helped with scoring for half a day and
ring stewarding the other half.  I was worried about both, Ox Ridge was a big show and
I’d never done either before.  But Frances was quite confident that I wouldn’t have any
problems (you might know Frances Owles, longtime CDA board member and officer).
She was also very friendly and welcoming when I called, newly arrived from down
South, to find out who and where the trainers were and what tack stores had the best
selection.  Come to the show and meet some new people she said, it will be a lot of fun.
You’ll have a great time, she said, I promise.

And I did.  Met some new people and had a great time at Ox Ridge.  Some of the new
people were right in my barn, just riding at different times of the day.  Some were at the
opposite end of the state.  The other volunteers were friendly, showed me what to do and
offered to help if I felt lost.   I learned to score and check tests before the first class was
underway, Frances was careful and thorough and it was easy.  Then I got to ring steward
the upper level ring all during the afternoon freestyle rides.  No problem.

The truth is, I had a lot of fun and it was because of the other volunteers and the
competitors.  Well actually, a couple of the competitors were pains.  But most of you
made us glad to be there, glad to help make your show day both fun and useful.  It was
great watching known and new instructors ride, seeing some wonderful horses with
beautiful gaits, appreciating the well schooled horses with ordinary gaits and the riders
who courageously gave good rides to the occasional naughty or inexperienced horse.
One horse was terrified of the judges’ stand and jumped sideways around the ring each
time he approached it.  A man was riding him, an amateur rider I found out by talking to
his wife, who sat tall and still, and with quiet hands and imperceptible aids managed to
reassure the horse and complete the test with increasing confidence on the horse’s part.
I remembered that ride the very next week when I was riding my own disobedient beast,
getting increasingly frustrated as he skittered by every time we passed a doorway creaking
in the wind.  I saw the consequence to the horses of good and bad riding while volunteering
at the show, and felt a renewed commitment to where I wanted my riding to be.

I learned a lot helping make that show a success, so it was a day well spent all around.  I
also got to add several new horse-friends to my address book.  No experience, never
volunteered before.  You too?  Come out and help next time.  Volunteer.  You’ll have a
great time.  I promise.  (And did I mention that you get to eat free all day?)

When your homing carloads swing
 Past us down the crisping lanes,
 and your dazzling headlights fling,
 snow white roses on our reins,
 would you choose your sheltered flight,
 would we take your cushioned ease,
 for the wide and scented night
 and the horse between our knees?
                                                                        W.H. Olgivie

-Lisa Blough-
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Class # 1:  USDF Introductory Tests 1 and 2
Rider Horse % Placing
Carol Caplan Neapolitano Bonamia 63.158 1
Carol Caplan Neapolitano Bonamia 61.579 2

Class # 2A:  Training Level Test 1 / Open
Rider Horse %  Placing
Vicki Sherraden Pico De Gallo 66.818 1
Jamie Fraize Half Moon Bay 61.818 2
Nancy Blanchard Arcadia 59.545 3

Class # 2B:  Training Level Test 1 / JR/YR
Rider Horse %  Placing
Katie Golub Tara 63.636 1
Jacqueline Cloud Baratone Man 61.818 2
Desiree Bilodeau High Rennaisance 60.455 3
Victoria Valenti Touch A Gray 60.000 4
Elizabeth Sherraden  Mikela 59.091 5

Class # 3A:  Training Level Test 2 / Open
Rider Horse %  Placing
Vicki Sherraden Pico De Gallo 69.231 1
Jamie Fraize Half Moon Ba 65.769 2
Pam Bilodea Eiselmann 63.846 3
Pam Elliott Snoozer 61.154 4
Lisa Dijon Pf Patriarch 60.769 5
Nancy Blanchard Arcadia 59.615 6

Class # 3B:  Training Level Test 2 / JR/YR
Rider Horse %  Placing
Elizabeth Sherraden Mikela 65.385 1
Victoria Valenti Touch A Gray 65.385 2
Desiree Bilodeau High Rennaisance 60.385 3
Jacqueline Cloud Baratone Man 58.462 4
Katie Golub Tara 58.462 5

Class # 4:  Training Level Test 3
Rider Horse %  Placing
Kim Lombardi Scandia’s Promise 67.308 1
Nancy Mavrogeanes Briarledge Hotspur 66.538 2
Sandy Rabinowitz Stryker 65.385 3
Pam Elliott Snoozer 62.308 4
Valerie Koif Hercules 60.385 5
Carol Olsen Winslow 54.615 6

Class # 5:  Training Level Test 4
Rider Horse %  Placing
Kim Lombardi Scandia’s Promise 72.000 1
Sandy Rabinowitz Stryker 63.200 2
Robin Cassella Behren 63.200 3
Lisa Dijon Pf Patriarch 63.200 4
Patricia Novak Ian 60.800 5
Carol Olsen Winslow 57.600 6

Classes #6 &  7:  Combined Tests: Prelim. A and B & Novice B

Rider Horse %  Placing
Carolyn Denton Reed /  Pre-A Big Spender 35.000 1
Carolyn Denton Reed / Pre-B Big Spender 36.500 2
Patricia Novak/ Nov. B Ian 39.000 3

Class # 8:  First Level Test 1
Rider Horse %  Placing
Nancy Mavrogeanes Briarledge Hotspur 62.500 1
Robin Cassella Behren 62.500 2
Pam Bilodeau Eiselmann 61.071 3
Donna Sicuranza Kenya 57.143 4
Barbara Wilson Adalrich 55.000 5
Patricia Novak Pikolow 53.214 6

Class # 9:  First Level Test 2

Rider Horse %  Placing
Patricia Novak Pikolow 64.516 1
Frances Byrne Jackson Hole 62.903 2
Donna Sicuranza Kenya 59.032 3

Class # 10:  First Level Test 4
Rider Horse %  Placing
Frances Byrne Jackson Hole 63.030 1

Class # 11:  Fourth Level Test 1
Rider Horse % Placing
Jennifer Eckel / 4-1 Charade 54.048 1

CDA USDF League Competition & Scholarship Fundraiser

September 20, 1998
Once Again Farm, Meriden, CT

With perfect weather, facilities, staff support, and a full roster of competitors,
this year’s USDF League competition went off without a hitch—despite
our panic at closing date, when we had only one entry! (What is this
phenomenon called “deadline driven behavior” anyway?)

But all worked out in the end. And we even raised some money for our
scholarship fund. Of the 54 rides, 13 were ridden by Junior/Young Riders.
In fact, we had enought to divide a couple of the training level classes  into
Open and JR/YR divisions. Judge Beth Sproule (L/NY) was patient and
always cheerful with riders, and had time to speak with each one.

Many thanks and grateful kowtowing to our volunteers, who always seem
to find time to say “yes” when our staffing bucket is empty. Bless you for
fighting burnout on our behalf (we know we have been pretty demanding
this season, what with the two other schooling and shows and Ox Ridge
big, big deals a deux. Thank you so much Germaine Lowe (scribe), Lisa
and Tom Blough (steward and show secretary-in-training, who did the
scheduling and produced the program and breakfast); Julie Dobson (junior
steward and super snack-maker); Donna Cavaliere, Kaitlin McNeill, and
Judy Guala (invincible scoring team);  fleet runner Desiree Bilodeau, who
showed her entrepreneurial skills by recruiting Kim Lombardi’s two
daughters; Mary Frances Denton (who’s so versatile she fills in wherever
there’s a gap), and Mary Kleckner, who sorted out the trailer snarls. Most
of all, we thank Vicki and her staff at Once Again staff, who set up the
arena and spruced up the barn and grounds—and generously donated their
facility to help our scholarship fund. Many thanks to all of you who made
it work.
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Voluntary Commitment

No, you won’t read here how your dedicated board
members finally went round the twist and all trouped off to a
large padded room together (although the idea does have it’s
merits!), this article is addressed to you, our “rank and file”
CDA member, our greatest untapped asset.  The people in
our organization who, for varied reasons, haven’t yet signed
up to volunteer for anything…..(notice I said “yet”…)

The CDA has long relied on volunteer help to be a
successful organization.  We enjoy a much higher  percent-
age of volunteer  help than many other GMO’s , but we don’t
wish to wear out our welcome with our dedicated volunteers
who are there year after year….after year …..

We know that many of you would like to volunteer
but have no experience.  We are going to address that issue in
the Spring of ’99 with a clinic focusing on understanding the
new Dressage Tests.  This clinic will help riders and volun-
teers alike, as there will be practice scribing, practice scor-
ing, even a look at managing and all the varied details that
includes.  Watch this space for more details on this great
event.

So in that light, we are looking for volunteers to form
a new committee to run our recognized Dressage Competi-
tion which will be held at Ox Ridge Hunt Club on June 5th

and 6th  1999.  Now, before you all run the other way saying
“I can’t run a big horse show..”, the whole point of having a
committee this year is so that no one person (or couple) will
have to run a big horse show.  Last year our stalwart presi-
dent and her hereto fore sainted husband did just that, and
did a wonderful job. However, our recognized show has grown
from a one ring, one day event to a major player on the New
England Show scene.  This show has the capability to be-
come a four ring competition, and could be a major money
maker for our Organization.  That fact is important because
if there is more money in the treasury, we can do more of the
things our members would like, and put more cash into the
scholarship fund.

Here’s a little outline of the jobs involved, (and re-
member, they were handled largely by Debbie and Steve last
year).

Manager:  This is the person responsible for the
judges, securing the dates with the AHSA a year in advance,
dealing with the site including the stabling, rings, electrician,
porta potties, getting all of the information into the NEDA
omnibus by November  of the preceding year, securing host
hotels…the list goes on.

Secretary:  A job for the very organized.  Meticulous
bookkeeping is required, the AHSA suffers no fools, gladly
or otherwise.  The secretary does all the times, and then re-
does them when no one, for whatever reason, can ride at their
original times.  The secretary makes sure all the details are
dealt with.

Volunteer Coordinator:  Cornelia Hamilton, a vol-
unteer par excellence, is an absolute whiz at this job.  Volun-
teers, or the lack of them, can literally make or break a show
(as one major competition recently discovered..).  This is work
which needs to be started months in advance of the actual
event.  Volunteers are needed for everything from awards to
setup, scribes, runners, scorers, stable manager, parking…..
The ability to deal well with people is the core of this posi-
tion.

Sponsorship:  This is a position which can make a
very big difference to the bottom line of the show.  The profit
made on a show often equals the amount of sponsorship raised.
Everyone is fair game for sponsorship, from big corporations
to backyard barns to individuals. Creativity is the hallmark
of a good Sponsorship Chairman.

Hospitality:  Ever see that TV advertisement for the
hotel where the front desk guy gets the cricket to stop chirp-
ing because it is keeping one of the guests awake?  If that ad
spoke to your soul, you are Hospitality chairman material.  If
your reason for existence is to see other people happy, com-
fortable and well fed, we need you  ( I think I just described
my Mom!)  Little things  like mints on the judges pillows
(make sure the air conditioning is on in the room first!) can
really help everyone have a memorable time.

Publicity:  Ever wonder why you don’t see much
dressage coverage in the media (other than the fact that, to
the uninitiated, watching  a lot of lower level tests is sort of
like watching paint dry…)  It’s because there isn’t enough
publicity!  And part of the publicity can be educational, so
there are fewer uninitiated and more people debating the
merits of working horses deep, accountability for judges, etc.

Program Layout:  Our program is not only a very
useful tool for the competitors, listing schedules, judges, a
place to post all the scores etc.  It is a venue for our sponsors
to reach potential clients.  It’s also a guide for our spectators.
A well laid out program will enlighten spectators on not only
who they are watching, but what to look for.  And all pre-
sented in an attractive package!

So, can you see yourself fulfilling any of these roles?
Even if the idea of being involved intrigues you, give us a
call,  you too can enjoy voluntary commitment!

-Penny Hawes - VP Events-
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CLINIC FEEDBACK NEEDED!

We have received some feedback on clinicians for next
year.  But we need to know who you would like to see
and in what format.  Would you like to see/ride with
Shelly Francis, Michael Barrisone, Tom Noone, Lendon
Gray, Linda Alicki, Rick Albertson, Sue Blinks, Pam
Goodrich…We need to know soon as these are very
popular and busy people.  We are very interested in other
suggestions as well, there is a wealth of talent out there,
and we would love to bring it home!

Frequently, clinics are under-utilized in the area of au-
ditors.  Would you be interested in auditing a clinic?  If
not, what would you need to be interested in doing so?
We are here to serve our members, but we need your
input.

We also find that many riders who are just beginning or
not competing feel that because they are not riding the
upper levels the clinicians would not be interested in
working with them.  That is almost never true.  Most
good trainers are very interested in helping riders begin
correctly, laying good foundations is critical to proper
progression.

Please call me,  Penny Hawes, @ (860) 567-1441 or
email me  at litch.hills.eqstrn@snet.net and let me know
what you think!  We are hoping to have a very success-
ful clinic season in ’99, but our success depends on serv-
ing our members.

INTERESTED IN CLINICS,
SCHOOLING SHOWS?

Is travel distance something that keeps you from
participating?  Please let your board know.  We want to
provide everyone with equal opportunity to participate.

Do you have a favorite location that you enjoyed or is
there a location in your area where you would like to see
CDA hold events.  We are in the process of doing the
planning for 1999 and yes, believe it or not YEAR 2000.

We are looking to identify the locations desired and the
availability of the facilities.

We have been doing research at farms throughout the
state, but if you have a favorite that you would like to

see considered, please let CDA know.  Please let CDA
know of your suggestions by calling Holly Wahl at 860-
651-8684.  Please leave a detailed message with your
name and phone number so that if there are any questions,
I can contact you directly.

MEMBERS WHERE ARE YOU?

Do you enjoy the CDA Centerline publication?  Have you
noticed it arrives on a regular basis by the 5th of each month
for your pleasure reading?  This timeliness and process
involve coordination between your membership secretary,
your editor, everyone entering articles, and the assembly and
mailing committee.   This committe provides the manual
process of  getting the photocopies, folding, (sometime
collating depending upon the inserts), stamping, labeling,
stapling, and finally delivery to the post office for that special
delivery to you.   To keep the Centerline timely, we are looking
for volunteers to help with the manual assembly.
Interested?!!!!.  Juniors, here’s another opportunity to earn
volunteer credits toward that end of year special event just
for juniors.  Participation is not required every month.
Participation would be appreciated when you are available.
The mailing and assembly committee hope to meet more of
you individually as we put the Centerline together.  If
interested, please call Holly Wahl at 860-651-8684 and leave
your name and phone number.
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News For Group Members

Unfortunately, there Will be another
change in USDF’s monthly publication
due to the following: In March 1998,
Primedia, Inc. purchased Cowles
Enthusiast Media, publishers of Dressage
& CT

In June 1998, Primedia purchased
Fleet Street Publications, publishers of
Dressage Today. For financial reasons,
Primedia does not want to continue
publication of competing dressage
magazines with a limited market.
Accordingly, Primedia has decided to
cease publishing Dressage & CT USDF’s
official publication) after the December
1998 issue.

Because of the complexity of issues
concerning USDF’s monthly publication
over the past four years, the Executive
Board has decided to consult the
membership for input at the Annual
Meeting in Savannah before making a
decision on the publication route we
should take.

Options
Several options are being considered

which include, but are not limited to:
(1) a partnership with Dressage

Today with Dressage Today printing
the USDF newsletter and mailing it
with Dressage Today subscriptions;
those not subscribing to Dressage
Today would receive the USDF
newsletter only. The magazine would
no longer be a member benefit,
members would be sent a 16-page
newsletter. Subscriptions would be
sold at a reduced cost for USDF
members.

(2) a monthly newsletter of USDF
information published by the USDF
office or an outside company; and

(3) a bi-monthly or monthly
dressage magazine produced by the
USDF office.

Please contact your Regional
Director or any of the USDF Officers
if you would like to discuss the USDF
publication issue. Or send an email to:
usdressage@navix.net. We will be
glad to provide further information.
This subject will be a hot topic of
discussion at the USDF Annual
Convention in Savannah.

Change in USDF's Monthly Publication
(Excerpted  from Vice President Sam Barish's Message for the Fall Region One Newsletter)

The new 1999 AHSA dressage tests go
into effect on December 1, 1998 and
USDF has produced On The Levels
1999 to help members master the tests.

Along with demonstrating the
new tests, the On The Levels 1999
videos will also provide education,
answering common questions like
correct attire and how to ride the
different sized circles. The first volume
covers education and Introductory
through Second Level while the second
video features Third through Fourth
Levels. Multiple camera angles allow
viewers to see movements from more
than one vantage point.

The videos should be available in
late November. Contact USDF to obtain
your copy.

1999 Tests People not Proxies

Remember to send people not proxies tc
the 1998 USDF Annual Convention in
Savannah, GA on December 2-6. Your
thoughts and opinions are needed.

Don’t Forget USDF!

When you move, please send USDF
your new address and phone number.
And if your area code changes (as many
are), let us know, otherwise we have no
way of contacting you! If you happen to
have a name change, tell us so your
membership records can be kept
current.

1999 ABIG/USDF Regional
Championships Dates

Region One
September 17-19, 1999
Allentown, NJ
Contact: Kathy Moffltt
908/647-2553

Region Two
September 9-12, 1999
Grasslake, MI
Contact: Linda Rands
248/645-9042

Region Three
October 9-10, 1999
Braselton, GA
Contact: Don Faso
770/921-3848

Region Four
September 10-12, 1999
Mason City, IA
Contact: Lloyd Landkamer
612/420-7051

Region Five
September 23-26, 1999
Parker, CO
Contact: Janet Brown Wysocki
719/749-2007

Region Six
September 10-12, 1999
Auburn, WA
Contact: Helen St. Amand
360/678-6458

Region Seven
October 7-10, 1999
Rancho Murieta, CA
Contact: Glenda McElroy
818/841-3554

Region Eight
TBA

Region Nine
November 4-7, 1999
Edmond, OK
Contact: Bee Pape
405/348-3738

UNITED STATES Dressage FEDERATION INC.

7700 A STREET  BOX 6669, LINCOLN, NE 68506-0669
PHONE 402/434-8550   FAX 402/434-8570  E-MAIL usdressage@navix.net  INTERNET www.usdf.org/
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INDOOR - OUTDOOR
ARENAS

HEATED LOUNGE
MILES OF TRAILS

                            BOARDING
                                   AT

Farm is located on the
town lines of Morris
and Watertown Rt. #63

A private boarding stable
with quality instruction
available by Alix Szepesi
Call Ami Swingle for a
personal tour of the farm
(860) 274-0341.

NEDA and USDF REGION EIGHT ANNUAL MEETING

You are cordially invited to the:

1998 NEW ENGLAND DRESSAGE ASSOCIATION
AND

 USDF REGION EIGHT
 ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, November 15, 1998 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
at the

Radisson Inn, Marlborough, MA
75 Felton Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

10:30 NEDA Business Meeting
11:15 USDF Region 8 Annual Reports
11:30 Brunch

Speaker: ODED SHIMONI who will have just returned from the World Equestrian Games in Italy. Oded, who lives in
New York and Florida, rode for Israel, as its first ever representative to the games.
NEDA Year-End Awards

Vendor area open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. — do your early Christmas
shopping!

TICKETS - $27.50 for the entire program

RSVP by November 6: Fern Feldman, 890 Mountain Road, Cheshire, CT
06410; 203-272-0711; FernF@home.com; or, Dianne Parker, 116 Hawkins
Street, Plainville, MA 02762; 508-695-8117; EncoreN@aol.com.
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USDF Region 8 Championships
The USDF Region 8 Championships were held October 3, 1998 at the HITS show grounds in Ellenville, NY.  The hosting GMO was
Westchester-Fairfield Dressage Association.  There were more than 155 championships’ rides, more than double last year.  There
were 750 rides scheduled during the 2 days in 7 rings.  Quite an undertaking!

WFDA generously arranged the Saturday night dinner to be a benefit for Region 8, and for the 100 or so people who attended and had
the opportunity to listen to Lendon Gray speak it was a special evening.  In my introduction of Lendon, I noted that she had ridden in
10 classes on Saturday, was speaking at the dinner, and then had 11 rides on Sunday.  Interesting that her one weekend of riding is
equivalent to our entire season, if we normally ride 1 or 2 horses in 3-5 shows in a season.  Her stamina, commitment, intensity, and
concentration (she rides EVERY test from memory) are evident.

Lendon’s speech can best be described as comprehensive, as she touched on all aspects of horsemanship: riders, owners, juniors, show
managers, judges, competitors, volunteers, spectators, support staff (spouses, etc.), and horses.  A few random excerpts: owners
should always be thanked for their generosity in giving mounts so others can learn; judges should reward proper training and riding,
not just artificial frames and/or gaits; juniors need our support as they are the future of dressage; and our horses, especially our
schoolmasters, are our most valuable commodities. She ended the evening reading a note written by someone telling Lendon of the
death of an old horse that had, as a wild youngster, belonged to Lendon. This person had acquired this horse as a schoolmaster, and it,
in its inimitable kindness, had at one time volunteered “5 perfect two tempis that would never be forgotten for their wonderful
feeling.”

On behalf of Region 8, I’d like to thank all of you who worked during the season to compete and qualify for the Regional
Championships. The program has certainly proved a success in 1998, and this will hopefully be repeated in 1999. To the winners of
1998: congratulations!

Fern Feldman
Region 8 Director

All articles are to be submitted by the 15th of the month.  They can be mailed to me at:

John Gordon
Attn. CENTERLINE

24 Darren Court
Waterbury, CT 06708-3903

 or
They can be Emailed to me at ct_dress_assn@geocities.com

In the Subject line: Centerline

Please send them as an Attachment in either Word for Windows,
WordPerfect, RTF or in a plain text file Format if possible.

Attention Show and Clinic Organizers, Trainers, Stables and
Organizations:

Don’t forget to send us information about your activities for the
1998-99 CDA Calendar of Events!!!  Send a one-line description, dates,  locations,

and contact person’s name and phone number. We’ll be delighted to include it in Centerline’s regular
calendar at no cost.

Thanks,
John

Remember to visit us on the web at  http://www.geocities.com/~ct_dress_assn/


