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Pr e s i d e n t s M e s s a g e

I have good news and bad news.  The good news is, we have had a phenomenal turnout at our first
three schooling shows of 2004.  The bad news is, we have had a phenomenal turnout at our first
three schooling shows of 2004.  How can that be both good news and bad news you ask?   Well,
although we love to fill all of our available ride times, we actually have exceeded our capacity at
two of the three CDA sponsored schooling competitions we have held this year and have had to
turn away those who did not meet the deadline.  In the past, if possible, we would try to accommodate
those who were a day late in getting in entries or those who may have called in prior to the deadline
but not in time to get the actual entry in by our deadline.  Unfortunately, with the number of entries
we are getting, we have had to move to a strict policy of scheduling those who send a completed
entry in prior to the deadline and turning away those who do not.  We truly try to be accommodating
to all our members and it bothers us to turn you away as much as it may bother you not to be
allowed to compete.  My suggestion is, do not procrastinate in getting in your entries.  If you truly
want to compete in a specific show, get your entry in as soon after the opening date as possible.
Our judges this year have been very flexible in allowing us to schedule more rides then normal to
try and minimize those who are turned away, but even with their willingness to extend their day
they can only handle so many rides.  I apologize to those who have had this situation happen to
them but unfortunately I cannot promise it will not happen to others in the future. Avoid the Snooze
you Lose syndrome, get your entries in early and ensure your spot in our next competition.

Until next month,

Nancy

CDA Web News
Bookmark the CDA website www.ctdressageassoc.org

 

as one of your favorite sites so you
can easily check new additions on a regular basis.  Here are some new items you can access
right now:

Ride times for CDA Sponsored Schooling shows:  Usually posted Saturday prior to
show if not sooner.

CDA Sponsored Schooling Show Results: Usually posted once results are received
from show secretary.

Great photographs from the CDA Eyes Wide Open Clinic with Ann Guptill at Fox
Ledge Farm.

 

2004 CDA Calendar ~ check out the new format complete with contacts!

2004 CDA Year-End Awards Program  ~ worth reviewing since the 2004 show
season has begun.

Sign the Guest Book and let us know how you like our new additions!

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
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For Sale:  Stubben Dressage Saddle (17",
wide tree, leathers and irons) $600. 
Custom made shadbelly (black,size 12)
$400.  Top hat (7 1/4, 4" crown) $50.
Spurs, bits, etc.   or 203.266.7118.

Classifieds

CDA THANKS THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION

By Donna Leonessa, CDA Education Coordinator

The Connecticut Dressage Association was the recent recipient of a grant by the The Dressage
Foundation s Violet Hopkins Fund.  This Fund was established at the The Dressage Foundation
in special honor of Violet M. Hopkins, a longtime, outstanding Dressage judge and instructor.
The purpose of the Hopkins Fund is to help support Dressage educational programs of USDF
GMOs.  The grant monies were used for the April 10th clinic, Eyes Wide Open A Trainer s
Review of the Judge s View at C with Ann Guptill.  Both auditors and riders benefited tremen-
dously from this educational event.  The CDA Board and its members want to thank The Dres-
sage Foundation for their support in helping to make this clinic successful.

The Dressage Foundation has several other funds and programs.  One of which is The Gifted Fund.
The Gifted Fund was established at The Dressage Foundation To provide funding support for
Adult Amateur Dressage riders who are working to sharpen their skills. The objective of the Gifted
Fund is to enable the adult amateur Dressage rider to set aside time to take some concentrated work
with their horse/s and trainer/s, away from the pressures of job and family.   The Gifted Fund was
seeded with Donations from Carol Lavell which were received in special remembrance of her great
Dressage Horse, Gifted. We are looking for thinking riders, with strong volunteer backgrounds,
who want to work on their riding in a situation that is normally unavailable to them because of
their other obligations. Grants of $500 will be awarded annually, one in each USDF region. Should
a grant not be awarded in a given Region, the money will remain in the Gifted Fund at the Founda-
tion.   The 2004 Application for 2005 funding must be received at The Dressage Foundation by
Monday, August 16, 2004.  The information and application may be accessed in our website, and
can be printed, filled out and mailed to our office at 130 North 10th, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508.

Please visit The Dressage Foundation s website at www.dressagefoundation.org for details of each
of their Funds and Programs.

2004 Calendar of Events

June 5 and 6, 2004
CDA Spring Competition
Ox Ridge Hunt Club
Contact: Steve Reinhardt
203-264-2148
203-264-0086 (fax)
steve@centerlineevents.com

June 10, 2004
Little Divide Farm
Twilight Clinic with
Lou Denizard
Contact: Donna Dunbar
(860) 429-0446
donnadunbar@earthlink.net

June 12, 2004
High Acres Farm
Dressage Schooling Show
Contact: Jennifer Kingsley
860-928-5704
www.highacresfarm.com

June 13, 2004
Tri State Horsemen s Assoc.
Dressage and Two Phase
Woodstock Fair Grounds
Contact: Alicia Cugini-Mucatelli
or Jackie Cugini
401-233-3363
Alicia@Tristatehorsemen.com

June 20, 2004
Litchfield Equestrian Centre
Schooling Show
Contact: Penny Hawes
860-567-1441
penny@litchfieldequestrian.com

June 20, 2004
Xenophon Farm
Dressage and Combined Tests
Contact: Elaine Kachavos
413-548-9918
www.xenophonfarm@aol.com

July 18, 2004
CDA Schooling Show
Win Some Farm
Contact: Nancy Blanchard
860-283-8748

July 18, 2004
Tri State Horsemen s Assoc.
Dressage and Two Phase
Woodstock Fair Grounds
Contact: Alicia Cugini-Mucatelli
or Jackie Cugini
401-233-3363
Alicia@Tristatehorsemen.com

An Auditor s Perspective: Eyes Wide Open Clinic

On April 10th, I was lucky enough to be a part of the Eyes Wide Open Clinic held at Fox Ledge
Farm, in East Haddam, CT.  This clinic was unique in the way that it addressed the auditors.  I have
audited many clinics in the past, but they have always been a traditional format where the riders
have a lesson with the clinician and the auditors just sit and observe.  However, this clinic was
different; Ann Guptill, the clinician, incorporated the auditors into the mix.

The day started off with refreshments and Ann critiqued videos of tests ridden at shows.  She
explained what score she would have given every movement and asked the entire group about their
opinions on how well each movement was ridden. By assigning scores, we were encouraged to
think from the perspective at C .  Ann also helped the group to understand what constituted a
certain score and what the scores meant.  Such as a 6 is adequate, a 7 is fairly good, and an 8 is good.
Later the group moved out to the indoor ring where the riders performed their tests in a show type
setting, with Ann as the judge and a quiet audience of auditors.

Ann then reviewed the scores that she gave the rider and explained why she thought they deserved
the mark.  Ann then encouraged us to get involved and give our opinions as well.  Ann then
discussed what she thought would improve the score of the horse and rider combination in their
chosen test.  The rider then rode a few selections from their test and improved upon the parts that
could easily earn them higher scores.

This format was beneficial to both auditors and riders.  Not only did the riders get in some early
season practice in front of an audience, but they also got Ann s professional eye and Ann s
pointers that could improve their scores by fixing small parts of the test they were riding.

Submited by Kate Lussier
 CDA Junior Member

http://www.dressagefoundation.org
http://www.highacresfarm.com
http://www.xenophonfarm@aol.com
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CDA s Eye s Wi d e Op e n Cl i n i c

By Donna Leonessa

The Eyes Wide Open Clinic,  held at Fox Ledge Farm  on April 10, 2004, began with an overview of the scoring procedures used by judges
when determining test scores for each movement in a dressage test.  A clear understanding of the scores from 0  10 was given by Ann
Guptill, the clinician.

10 Excellent; 9 Very Good; 8 Good; 7 Fairly Good; 6 Satisfactory; 5 Sufficient; 4 Insufficient; 3 Fairly Bad; 2 Bad; 1 Very Bad; 0 Not Performed

Ann reviewed several video tapes of test rides with the group to compare the actual scoring.  The session was very interactive and allowed
everyone to gain a better understanding of the appropriate score for different quality movements.

The next part of the session focused on putting this new knowledge into practice.  We started at training level with Suzanne Markham
riding her 4 yr old horse and worked our way up to 4th Level with Virginia Leary on her horse, Kells.

Each of the attendees received their own test sheets to score the ride.  Since Ann had provided stalls for each of the riders, they were able
to participate in this portion of the clinic also.   Ann explained her reasoning for giving each score and asked the attendees to share their
thoughts if they scored the movement differently.  Everyone improved their ability to judge movements and score them over the course of
the day.  This knowledge of the scoring procedures will help each attendee understand their own rides and why a judge may have given
them a particular score.

Special thanks goes to Ann, the volunteers, each of the riders, and all of the attendees for making this a great event.

Below are some of the pictures from the Clinic.

To view more pictures go to
http://www.photoreflect.com/scripts/prsm.dll?EventFrame?event=07GG0000


