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President’s Message

Hello everyone,

Wow! What asnowy and icy winter we have had thus far! | must admit, | do
love the snow, but | am definitely looking forward to warmer days and more
timein the saddle.

With just around the corner, keep mind that Mar ch 1% isthe deadline to sign
up to participate or be ademo rider in the first session of the USDF Instructor
Certification Workshops. Thefirst session will be the teaching workshop
on April 25" and 26" at Mt Holyoke in Massachusetts. More information
and applications can be found on our website or in this Centerline. We are
looking for quite afew demo riders and welcome all applications. Make sure
you get your applications in ASAP so you can take take part in this very
specia program. Volunteerswill be able to audit for free and CDA members
will enjoy areduced rate to audit. Look for auditor sign ups online or in the
next Centerline. We will also post alist of the volunteer positions needed.
Join us, and take advantage of this chance to learn and have fun.

Are these tough financial times getting you down? Please remember that the
CDA offers Adult and Youth Scholarships to our CDA members. The
scholarship program was established to give assistance especially in tough
times. The details of the scholarships, including how you can qualify can be
found in our upcoming 2009 CDA Omnibus. You should receive yours by
the middle of March.

Please remember that we are aways looking for news and articles for our
Centerline. If you have some news, have written a fun story about your horse
or aclinic, or have a great picture to share please send it in to John. We
would love to give you the opportunity to share your special news or article
of interest with our dressage community.

Bye for now...Seeyou at the party! Stay warm!

Chris


http://www.ctdressageassoc.org

2009 Calendar of Events

February 7, 2009

CDA 2008 Members’ Appreciation
Party

Leslie Gordon

203-777-1950
lesweiss47@yahoo.com

February 12, 2009

CDA Board Meeting

And Proofreading 2009 Omnibus
At 5pm

Fern Feldman

203-272-0711

March 12, 2009
CDA Board Meeting
At 6:15 pm

Fern Feldman
203-272-0711

May 3, 2009

CDA Schooling Show
Once Again Farm
Meriden, CT

Marisa Evans
203-217-6150

April 25, 2009

Schooling Dressage & Combined Test
Series

Babcock Hill Equestrian Center
Coventry, CT

Terry M. Glendinning

(860) 742-0616

April 25 & 26, 2009
USDF Instructor Certification Work-
shop

Mount Holyoke, MA
Teaching Workshop
Melanie Tenney

Lendon Gray

Contact:

Donna Leonessa

(860) 933-1854 or email:
dleonessa@hotmail.com

May 17, 2009

Tri-State Horsemen’s Assoc.
Dressage and Two-Phase
Woodstock Fairgrounds
Woodstock, CT

Sharon Plante

860-564-4700
dressage@tristatehorsemen.com

May 30 & 31, 2009
USDF Instructor Certification Work-
shop

Mount Holyoke, MA
Lungeing Workshop
Sarah Geikie

Ann Guptill

Contact:

Donna Leonessa

(860) 933-1854 or email:
dleonessa@hotmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS to
Belladonna Kovara
Sheisthewinner of thefirst
VISTAVINTAGE AWARD!

Belleisa 22 year old Lipizzan mare, owned and loved by Cornelia Hamilton of West
Hartford. She earned her qualifying scores at Training Level and finished with an average
score of 64.62%! Cornelia purchased Belle from her breeders in Oregon when she was
3yearsold. Belle has “never been competitive,” says Cornelia, but has schooled Second
and Third level movements. Sheis also a nice driving horse. Winning the Vista Vintage
Award isthe highlight of Belle's competitive career. Cornelia recounts that she showed
Belle once at arecognized show at Westbrook and it “was a disaster.”

Bellelives at Grandview Stables and Cornelia gives great praise to her trainer, Rochelle
McPherson, for Belle's success. She “has been wonderful with Belle and all my Lipizzans.”
Cornelia saysthat training Lipizzansis different than training warmbloods as they tend to
be hot and can’t be “muscled.”

Corneliafinds the key to keeping a horse healthy and happy into the golden yearsliesin
consistent work. Belle has always been ridden or driven at least lightly. She has never
been out of work. She looks forward to continuing with her two younger Lipizzans who
are currently “trying to learn dressage.”

Besides her Lipizzans, Cornelialoves music. She enjoys piano, opera, and the church
choir. Please join usin congratulating Cornelia & her grand mare, Belle, on their victory!!!

And THANK YOU to Ted Plaut & his horse, Vista Gee Whiz,
the sponsors and inspiration for the
Vista Vintage Award!!!
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USDF INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION~~2009 WORK SHOPS

April 25 & 26 Teaching Workshop with:
Melanie Tenney (USDF Instructor Certification Faculty)
Lendon Gray (USDF Instructor Certification Examiner)

May 30 & 31 L ungeing Workshop with:
Sarah Geikie (USDF Instructor Certification Examiner)
Ann Guptill (USDF Instructor Certification Faculty)

July 25 & 26 Riding Workshop Training with:
Vicki Hammers-O’ Neil (USDF Instructor Certification Faculty)
Ann Guptill (USDF Instructor Certification Faculty)

The Connecticut Dressage Association is excited to jointly sponsor the USDF Instructor Certifica-
tion Workshop Series with the Connecticut Dressage and Combined Training Association, which
will be held at Mt. Holyoke in Massachusetts. The primary goal of this program is to educate
Instructors who aspire to be certified, and an equally important goal is to educate any dressage
riders wishing to expand their knowledge and skills. The program will improve understanding of
classical theory, develop skills, and, if desired, help participants reach alevel of expertise to enable
them to work toward becoming USDF Certified Instructors. The workshops are composed of
three parts: riding, teaching, and lungeing. Normally, USDF programs are limited to 8 participants,
but due to the need for a Region 8 program, double sessionswill allow 16. Each workshop will be
comprised of lectures, hands-on sessions, discussion and feedback. Participation in any capacity
IS an exceptional learning opportunity.

JOIN US!!

Applications for participants and demonstration riders can be found on CDA, CDCTA
and USDF websites. Deadlines for participant and demo rider applications will be on the
first day of the month prior to theworkshop: March 1%, April 1% and June 1%, respectively.

You may sign up for al three workshops on one application. A large number of demo riderswill be
needed, so do not hesitate to apply. The opportunity to work under the watchful eyes of the
Instructor Certification Faculty and Examiners is an amazing opportunity. Send applications to
Donna Leonessa at 3080 South Street, Coventry CT 06238. For questions, call her at (860) 933-
1854 or email: dleonessa@hotmail.com.

Lunch will be provided for al participating instructors, demo riders, and volunteers.

Mt Holyoke is generoudly offering the use of school horses for the small fee of $15/ride. Stabling
for your own horse will be $35/night. Stallswill not have initial bedding and must be | eft clean at the
end of the weekend. Bedding and hay will be for sale on site.

Volunteers may audit for free. There will be areduced audit fee for members of CDA, CDCTA,
and Mt. Holyoke students. An auditor sign up will be online soon and will be in upcoming CDA
and CDCTA newsletters.
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Query ?

Why don’'t more of us take pictures at CDA
Here's another picture events? They can be placed in the Centerline ¢
for CDA on the website. Our John, faithful editor, is hungry
for high resolution full size photographs. The CDA
“family album “ needs updating. So pack your
camera, along with your boots.

So start taking pictures at CDA shows or event:

that you are participating in this coming year.

Make sure that the ones you send are your best
and at full resolution. E-mail them to John at centerline@ctdresssageassoc.

Leslie



