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President’s Message

Hi everyone,

Happy 2009!  Wishing you an awesome year filled with lots of good rides and great
moments spent with your horses!  Hope this winter finds you well, and all the crazy
changes in weather have not wreaked too much havoc on you and your horse.

Hurray to all those who have gathered things for the silent auction!  The items numbered
around 80 the last time we checked.  This year’s silent auction is sure to have something
for everyone and the proceeds go to a worthy cause.. growing and supporting dressage
in our community.  So set February 7th aside for a wonderful time and a great shopping
bonanza.  We would love for you to bring a friend.  It is always nice to meet new
people who share our equestrian interests.  Please RSVP Leslie asap!  Congratulations
to all of our Year End Award winners who will be honored at this event.  You deserve
to be applauded for all of your good riding.

Our Instructor Certification Program planning is in the works.  It is a very exciting
opportunity for us to co-host and will greatly benefit our region.  Make plans to
participate or audit if you can.  This kind of program is not offered in our region all
that often and will benefit everyone.  Please call myself or Donna if you want to get
involved as a volunteer.  We need lots of help to make this program successful.

If you have not already done so,  make plans to attend Lendon’s Weekend Educational
Program on the weekend of January 31st to February 1st.  From lectures on horse care
to lectures on teaching and riding, this program has a wide assortment of speakers
and activities that everyone from child to adult will find interesting and informative.
For more information go to dressage4kids.com.

John Gordon is once again hard at work compiling our CDA omnibus.  As you may
know, all the FEI tests have changed this year.  Our omnibus will contain all of the
updated tests.  Please note that final submission deadline for ads and shows is January
15, 2009.  If you have not done so already, get your ads and shows in.

Bye for now…I am looking forward to seeing you at the party!

Chris

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
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Wonderful schoolmaster available
for on farm lease. Learn tempi
changes from a master! Palermo is
20 years young, sound and in regular
work at Fox Ledge Farm. His owner
is no longer able to ride fulltime and
would love to share his knowledge
with a dedicated rider. Please contact
Ann Guptill at 860-873-8108 or
eqarts@snet.net

Classified Ads

A Little News from USDF….

For those of you who follow these things, the USDF has just
approved longer whips for competition.  The new length is 47.2
inches

 
(120 cm).

So we can all go out and buy new whips, but at least these have
some hope of reaching the horse and not just the saddle pad!

In the course of checking out the whip rule, I also discovered
that riders through first Level can now wear half chaps, as long
as they look like leather and match your boots.  If you are going
to do this, don’t take my word for it. Go to the rule book and
read the details.

The USDF rule book, which can be accessed on line, has
everything you need to know about riding dressage at any level.
The rule changes are in red and very easy to find. It makes
interesting reading, but is essential if you are competing.

Happy hunting,

Leslie Weiss Gordon

free board in exchange for stall
cleaning m-f on small private farm in
litchfield. or reduced board for partial
help. nice ring (will be adding rubber
in 2009),matted stalls,nearby endless
trails, jumps, lots of turnout. lean too
board option as well for older horses.
quality feed and care, daily wormer..
also use of horse in exchange for
help. call for more info: 1-860-567-
1003

2009 Calendar of Events

February 7, 2009
CDA 2008 Members’ Appreciation
Party
Leslie Gordon
203-777-1950
lesweiss47@yahoo.com

May 3, 2009
CDA Schooling Show
Once Again Farm
Meriden, CT
Marisa Evans
203-217-6150

May 17, 2009
Tri-State Horsemen’s Assoc.
Dressage and Two-Phase
Woodstock Fairgrounds
Woodstock, CT
Sharon Plante
860-564-4700
dressage@tristatehorsemen.com

June 21, 2009
Tri-State Horsemen’s Assoc.
Dressage and Two-Phase
Woodstock Fairgrounds
Woodstock, CT
Sharon Plante
860-564-4700
dressage@tristatehorsemen.com
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CDA 2008 Members’ Appreciation Party

This is a busy time of year…..take a moment now to mark your 2009 calendar
and RSVP. Below you will find the updated information about our CDA 2008
Members’ Appreciation Party  on February 7, 2009

Who:  ~  All current CDA members (you may bring your spouse or a guest)
What: ~ Catered buffet dinner courtesy of CDA ~ B.Y.O.B. please ~ setups and soda provided

 ~ Please bring a dessert if your last name begins with A-L   (next year…M-Z)

~ Silent auction: This was a very popular

 

attraction at last year’s party! Bring you checkbook! All
proceeds will help to reduce member costs for future CDA clinics.

~ Door prizes     ~ Meet new friends     ~ See old friends      ~ Have a great time!

When:  Saturday evening, February 7, 2009 at 6 pm.
Where:  890 Mountain Road , Cheshire, CT - home of Fern and Barry Feldman

Why:   To celebrate YOU, the members of CDA and to honor our 2008 Year-end Award Winners.

RSVP: If you are planning to attend, please RSVP to Leslie Gordon before Wednesday, Jan. 28th.

Phone:  203-777-1950
Email:    lesweiss47@yahoo.com (Please type “CDA Party” in subject line)

Directions:
From I-84:  take exit 26. At end of ramp, go south, towards Cheshire, on Routes 68/70. Follow 70 (68
goes to the right), then make a right onto Mountain Road, right after a gas station. Go straight on Moun-
tain Road; stop sign; go straight for 6/10’s of a mile more. White ranch on left; circular drive; 890 Moun-
tain Road, 203-272-0711. 

From New Haven: take 91 North to exit 10. Follow the “connector”, route 40, to the end. Make a right onto
Route 10, go about 8 minutes. Make a left onto Higgins Road, go to the very end, stop sign. Make a left
onto Mountain Road, go 6/10’s of a mile. White ranch; circular drive; 890 Mountain Road,
203-272-0711.
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DREAMS FULFILLED FOR TWO YOUNG DRESSAGE RIDERS
Thanks to the Renee Isler Fund at The Dressage Foundation

Emily O’Neill (PA) dreamed of participating in the USDF
Region 1 FEI Jr/YR Clinic with George Williams in New Jersey last
May. She applied and was accepted by USDF to ride, but needed an
extra financial boost in order to make it happen.  Kristine Ehrle-
Webb (TX) longed to ride in the USDF Region 9 FEI Jr/YR clinic with
Jan Ebeling as instructor, but she, too, needed an extra financial
boost when Hurricane Ike badly damaged her first and newly-
purchased home.

Both had their dreams fulfilled, thanks to Renee Isler (MA)
who established a Dressage Support Fund in 2008 at The Dressage
Foundation, to provide financial help to young riders.  Emily and
Kristine each received an $800 grant from the Isler Fund, to help
them ride and learn from Williams and Ebeling during these
outstanding educational clinics.

Said Emily O’Neill, “This was an amazing weekend —
educational, inspirational and truly a blast.”  Said Kristine Ehrle-
Webb, “My biggest struggle has been to continue aggressively to
seek education.”

The United States Dressage Federation conducts these
educational FEI Jr/YR clinics annually, with funding support from
The Dressage Foundation in the amount of $25,000 each year from

2004 through 2008.   Participating Young Riders must apply to, and
be accepted by USDF.  For those who are chosen, these clinics
provide group instruction, individual lessons, and much “up close
and personal” education attention.  Over the years, USDF has
identified student applicants whose individual situations call out
for financial assistance.

When Renee Isler learned of this need, she created the
“Renee Isler Dressage Support Fund” to help with up to nine
individual grants annually of $800, one for each USDF geographic
region.  Said Renee, “My goal for this sponsorship is to assist
Junior/Young Riders to meet and reach their dreams.  I believe the
sport should provide more support for young riders trying to enter
the dressage world. The sport of dressage is about learning, working
and volunteering to really get where you want.”

Lendon Gray, the new President and Chief Executive Officer
of The Dressage Foundation said, “Renee has infused us all with
her energy, enthusiasm, and charitable spirit.  She is doing more and
more to help talented committed, deserving Young Riders who need
a financial lift.  We are so proud that Renee chose The Dressage
Foundation as the home for her Fund — her goals and our mission
‘to cultivate and provide financial support for the advancement of
Dressage’ are right in sync.”

ATTENTION!
You ex p ect t h i s sp a ce t o h ave t h e fu l l l i st of yea r en d awa r d w i n n er s, b u t t h i s yea r

we’re SHAKING IT UP!

If your name is listed below, you’re in the running for one of CDA’s prestigious year
end awards!

This year’s prizes are FANTASTIC!
BUT…you’ll have to come to the membership appreciation party on February 7,

2009 to find out
WHO WON!!!!

Debra Thomas
Marguerite O’Brien

Sherri Pasquale
Rebecca Beebe
Kari Bradshaw

Lonna (Bunny) Joseph
Krystine Schrom

Roxanne Bok
Elliot Bok

Jannike Gary
Shannon Bartkus
Courtney Walker

Susan Anderson
Ester Roberts

Laurie Davis Sigfridson
Carolyn Denton Reed

Sharon Gallagher
Carol Swanson

Alexandra Spencer
Erin O’Neil

Mette Larsen
Margaret Freeman

Colleen Akin
Roberta Carlton

Ann Guptill
Fern Feldman

Francesca Dolnier
Tracey Durham

Elizabeth Braverman
Shannon Bartis
Anna Pitsoikas
Melissa Levine

"As always, winners who are unable to attend the party will receive their awards through the mail. But we
hope to see you all there!"
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COME ONE, COME ALL TO THE
2009 CDA SI LENT AUCTI ON!!!

Here are some items that will be available for you to bid on at the Silent Auction at the CDA Member Appreciation Party on
February 7th, 2009.  I hope you will be able to find something on the list that interests you.  Remember all funds that are
raised support CDA educational events!

Vita-Flex, Muscle Fortifier, 3.75 lbs
Uckele Tri-Lube Xtra, 2 lbs
Uckele Gut, 2 lbs
Uckele E + Se 10X, 1 lb
Uckele Hoof Biotin, 18 oz.
Uckele Cocosoya Oil, 1 gallon
Winning Touch Omegatin, 20 lbs
Blue Seal Rounders EZ Go (3)
Platinum Performance Bars (box 20)
Ortho-Chon Supplement (300 capsules)
Grand Vitality – Canine (2)
Cetyl M Joint Action Cream
Cetyl M Joint Action, 4.63 lbs
USAN Ultra Elite Hoof, 180 serv
Lucerne Farms (Denji)
SmartPak Gift Certificates (2)
DRFF Grooming Tote & Brushes
DRFF Red Halter & Lead
DRFF Jolly Stall Snack with Apple (6)
DRFF Rain Maker Ointment
DRFF Rounders EZ Aide/Gest/GO (8)
Riding Lesson w/ Vicki Hammer’s-O’Neil
Riding Lesson w/ Ann Guptill
Riding Lesson w/ Rochelle McPherson
CDA Membership, Clinic, and a Ride
Schooling Show Entry – Weatogue
Schooling Show Entry – Grandview
Books:  Seabirds & Penguins (2)
Silver Sailboat Bookmark

Moss Lavender Wipes
Horse Picture Frames (2)
Metal Horse Coat Rack
Laptop Padded Sleeve
Bridle Brow WOW!band
Seahorse Pin
Golden Horse & Shoes Pin
Silver Horse & Charm Pin
Grey & Chestnut Horsehead Pin
Pewter Horsehead Pin
Gold Horsehead Pin
Red Running Fox Pin
Sterling 3 Running Horses Pin
Gold Hunt/Fox Stock Pin
English Bit Stock Pin
Folding Hoof pick with Case
Sterling English Bit Necklace
CL Fleece Hats & Helmet Covers (15)
CL Speak or Ride English Ball Caps (3)
CL Fleece Wallets (2)
CL Fleece Horse Neck Warmers (2)
CC Purple Quilted Jacket, Polo, & Pad
Stagecoach Horse Light Set
Fleck Silver Line Dressage Whip
Connoisseur Black Dressage Pad
International Riding Helmet, Large
Dimensions Needlepoint Kit
Decorative Hand Painted Stars
Dressage Horse T-Shirt
WAF Stuffed Posable Dressage Horse

Thank you to all of our Silent Auction sponsors!

Deer Run Farm & Feed (DRFF)
U.S. Animal Nutritionals (USAN)
Response Products (Cetyl M)
Crazy Legs (CL)
Connoisseur Collections (CC)
Stagecoach
Walkabout Farm (WAF)
Uckele
Blue Seal
Platinum Performance
Grand Meadows
SmartPak

Vita-Flex
Lucerne Farms
Vicki Hammer’s-O’Neil
Leslie (Weiss) Gordon
John Gordon
Fern Feldman
Kari Bradshaw
Heidi Nottelman
Rochelle McPherson
Margaret Freeman
Bobbi Carleton
Ann Guptill

Thank you for your support of CDA Educational Events!

I hope to see EVERY CDA MEMBER at the Annual CDA Party, February 7th, 2009.
Let’s bid and have a blast!!!  
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USDF INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION WORKSHOPS 2009

April 25 &26 Teaching Workshop with:
Melanie Tenney (USDF Instructor Certification Faculty) &
Lendon Gray (Instructor Certification Examiner)

May 30 & 31 Lunging Workshop with:
Sarah Geike (USDF Instructor Certification Examiner) & Ann
Guptill(USDF Instructor Certification Faculty)

July 25 &26 Riding Workshop Training with:
Vicki Hammers-O’Neil (Instructor Certification Faculty) & Ann
Guptill (Instructor Certification Faculty)

This year, Connecticut Dressage Association is very excited to be jointly sponsoring the USDF Instructor
Certification Workshop Series with the Connecticut Dressage and Combined Training Association.
The program will be held at Mt. Holyoke in Massachusetts.  The main goal of this program is to
educate instructors, those who may aspire to be instructors, and dressage riders.  The program, based
on classical principles, is designed to give participants a better understanding of theory, improve their
skills, and, if desired, help them move towards a level of expertise that would qualify them to become
a USDF certified instructor.  For everyone, it is an opportunity to further their dressage education.
The workshops are composed of three parts, riding, teaching, and lunging.  Normally these programs
are limited to 8 participants, but due to the need for a program like this in our region, we will have
double sessions and will allow 16 participants.  Each workshop will be comprised of lectures, hands-
on sessions, discussion, and feedback.  It is a very valuable learning opportunity for both participants
and auditors.  More details further explaining the program and each workshop can be found on the
USDF website, www.usdf.org.   The application for participants and demo riders for the first
workshop will be due as soon as March 1st so make sure you get your applications in.  You may sign
up for all 3 workshops on one application.  We will need a large number of demo riders for this
program so if you are interested do not hesitate to apply. This program is an amazing educational
opportunity for the participants as well as the demonstration riders, as the latter have the opportunity
to learn and work under the watchful eyes of members of the Instructor Certification Faculty or
Examiners. If you have any questions please call Donna Leonessa at (860) 742-8110 or
dleonessa@hotmail.com.

Lunch will be provided for all participating instructors, demo riders, and volunteers.

Mt Holyoke is being very generous in offering some of their school horses for the participating
instructors to use.  There will be a small fee of $15/ride charged for their use.  Stabling fees to keep
your horse at the facility will be $35/night.  Stalls will not have initial bedding.  Bedding and hay will
be available for sale on site.

Volunteers will be allowed to audit for free.  There will be a reduced audit fee for CDA, CDCTA, and
Mt. Holyoke students.  An auditor sign up will be online soon and be in an upcoming Centerline.

http://www.usdf.org
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All articles are to be submitted by the 15th of the month.  They can be mailed to me at:

John Gordon
Attn. CENTERLINE                                          

24 Darren Court
Waterbury, CT 06708-3903                                                       

or                  
They can be Emailed to me at ctdressageassoc.org

In the Subject line: Centerline

Please send them as an Attachment in either Word for Windows, WordPerfect, RTF
or in a plain text file Format if possible.

Attention Show and Clinic Organizers, Trainers, Stables and Organizations:

Don’t forget to send us information about your activities for the 2009 CDA Calen-
dar of Events!!!  Send a one-line description, dates,  locations, and contact person’s
name and phone number. We’ll be delighted to include it in Centerline’s regular
calendar at no cost.                   

Thanks,
John

2009 Advertising Rates

CDA Members Non-CDA Member
Page Size Monthly Year Monthly Year
Business Card $15 $100 $30 $200
¼ Page $20 $150 $40 $300
½ Page $25 $200 $50 $350
Full Page $30 $250 $60 $400

Make Checks payable to CDA

“People ought to quit worrying so much
about whispering to their horses and

just start listening to them”

—Greg Darnall
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Centerline
Send Address changes to:
Heidi Nottelman
179 Stetson Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234
860-779-7816
e-mail: Membership@ctdressageassoc.org

CDA BOARD MEETING T hursday Januar y 15 , 2009 at 6 :15 PM
Cal l  Fer n Feldm an at 203-272-0711 or Em ai l - Sec ret ar y@c t dressageassoc .org  for directions.

CDA Newsletter for January, 2009


