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President’s Message

The smell of spring is in the air!  I know we are all glad that spring is just
about here and I am sure the horses are too!

We are pleased to announce that we have elected two new Vice Presidents,
Heidi Nottelman who will be our Vice President of Membership, and Sharon
Knies who will be our Vice President of Operations.  Congratulations!  We
are very grateful for the time you both have dedicated and continue to give to
CDA as a board member and volunteer.  Also, welcome to our new Board
member, Jessica Rizzi.   She is a great addition to the Board and we are very
happy to have her join us.

The omnibus should be in your mailboxes very soon.  It is a valuable asset to
help plan your upcoming show season and inform you of all CDA activities
planned for the upcoming year.  With a comprehensive listing of all dressage
tests, our omnibus is one of the best around.  Please note that we have
changed year end recognized show qualifying criteria slightly so make sure
you review this section if you plan on qualifying for year end awards this
year.

This month on March 12 we will hold the second of the USDF Instructor/
Trainer mini workshops at Mistover Farm in Pawling, NY.  Auditors
are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Mini workshops are one day
educational sessions that focus on the USDF training principles and that look
to provide tools for instructors to use in training horses and teaching students.
If you missed auditing the USDF Instructor Certification Workshops last
year these mini workshops offer another chance to sit in on valuable educational
sessions with participating instructors and a very knowledgeable USDF faculty
member.  For more information, see the CDA website or previous issues of
the Centerline newsletter.  See you there!

Bye for now,
Chris

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org
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CONNECTICUT DRESSAGE ASSOCIATION
A NOT-FOR -PROFIT ORGANIZATION PROMOTING DRESSAGE THROUGH EDUCATION AND OPPORTUNITY

MUSICAL FREESTYLE CLINIC

Clinic Date: Clinic Date: Sunday, April 18, 2010

Clinic Location: Fox Ledge Farm, East Haddam, CT

CDA presents a clinic with Ann Guptill, FEI Trainer and owner of
Equestrian Arts Productions

This clinic will focus on musical freestyles including how to select
music for your horse, choreography of your freestyle and artistic
impression. Both auditors and riders will gain a better understanding
of musical freestyles through the lecture and riding sessions. Musical
freestyles can help all riders improve their ability to ride in a consistent
rhythm (with the music); to influence and regulate the rhythm and tempo
of the gait; the ability to develop creativity in riding movements and
patterns; timing; and to identify and bring out your horse’s strengths
through your riding. There will be individual rider sessions where Ann
can assist riders with refining their current freestyle, creating a new
freestyle, choreography, and music search.  Interested riders should
please contact Sharon Knies, sknies@windhorseinternational.com
(203.710.5809), for more information or to sign up as slots will fill
quickly.

CDA members, this would be a great way to get started on your freestyle
if you are planning to join a team at this years Northeast Regional Adult
Amateur Dressage Championships (NRADC) at Mystic Valley Hunt
Club.  For more info about how to be a part of a team please refer to
your CDA 2010 omnibus.

Video Services will be available to riders for a fee by Equestrian Arts
Productions, LLC. Please contact Equestrian Arts directly at 860-873-
3225 or eqarts@snet.net if riders are interested.

In order to keep clinic rates down, we are asking that riders and auditors
bring their own chairs. We appreciate your help in this effort.

2010 Calendar of Events

March 10, 2010
CDA Board Meeting
5:30 PM
Stuffing of the 2010 Omnibus

March 12, 2010
USDF Instructor
Trainer Mini Workshop Program
Mistover Farm
Pawling, NY
Jayne Marino
845-855-4516 Phone
203-733-3399 cell         
www.mistoverllc.com

April 18, 2010
Musical Freestyle Clinic
With Ann Guptill
Foxledge Farm
Easr Haddam, CT
Sharon Knies, (203) 710-5809)
sknies@windhorseinternational.com

April 18, 2010
Annual Open Dressage Show
Mount Holyoke College
South Haddley, MA
Joy Collins
(413) 538-2493

April 18, 2010
Dressage School Show
Wells Valley Farm
New Milford, CT
Pamela Lund
860-567-0476

May 1, 2010
CDA Schooling Show
Once Again Farm
Meriden, CT
Marisa Evans
(203) 217-6150

May 16, 2010
Dressage School Show
Wells Valley Farm
New Milford, CT
Pamela Lund
860-567-0476

June 6, 2010
Dressage Schooling Show
Abacus Events
R Folly Farm
Morris, CT
Nancy Blanchard
860-283-8748

June 20, 2010
Dressage Schooling Show
Weatogue Stables
Salisbury, CT
Bobbi Carleton
860-824-7908

http://www.mistoverllc.com
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Check Your Omnibus!!
Once Again Farm to Offer USEF/USDF Level 1

Recognized Show Series

So what is a Level 1 Recognized Competition?

Level 1 dressage competitions are described by USEF/USDF as “an introduction to licensed competitions.”

This is an excellent addition to the world of recognized showing.  On one hand this new level allows those interested
in show management to get their feet wet in a smaller, less labor intensive way, and at the same time, a less rigorous set of
requirements also gives more facilities the opportunity to host recognized competitions.

On the competitor’s side of things, a Level 1 show, being a one ring / one day recognized competition, is the
perfect next step after riding in schooling shows.  Level 1 shows can offer Regional Championship qualifying classes, and
scores count toward both year end and rider awards.

Another perk for the competitor is the “opportunity class.”  This class allows the rider to compete in a recognized
show without the rider, owner, or horse having to be USEF or USDF members or  having to pay non-member fees.
(Please note that opportunity classes do not count toward Regional Championship qualifying scores or rider or year end
awards.)

This spring CDA is offering their first schooling show on Saturday, May 1, 2010, at Once Again Farm, followed
on Sunday, May 2, 2010, by the Once Again Farm Dressage Series I - a Level 1 recognized competition!  To further
encourage a competitor friendly atmosphere, Pamela Wooding, “R”, from New Jersey, will be judging both the schooling
show and the recognized show.  This gives any rider competing both days an opportunity to use the input from the schooling
show to create an improved ride in the recognized show.

The Level 1 competitions offer a great way to gain experience at a recognized show without the pressure of a
bigger, busier venue.  We hope to see you there!

*Once Again Farm Dressage Series II and III will be held June 5 & 6, 2010.  Please note that these are two
separate one-day shows.  Our judge for June 5 is Lisa Schmidt, “R”, from New Jersey, and judging on June 6 will be
Margaret Freeman, “S”, from New York.

New Dressage Tests –reported by Test Writing
sub-committee of the USEF Dressage Committee

On December 1, 2010, the USEF dressage classes will have new tests for Training thru Fourth Levels. While they start to
be used in December, USEF has promised they will be release possible as early as mid summer. One of the biggest changes
is that there are only have three tests per level meaning that Training, First and Second level which always had four tests per
level will only have three.  There will be no major changes in requirements for Training to Third Levels.  Tests will be as
close to the 6 minute ride time including the training levels which were as short as 4.5 minutes.  All Training level tests will
all have the ‘stretch’ circle in them which had not been asked for in Training Level Test 1 in the past.  Finally the other major
change will be at Fourth Level. It had been the feeling that Fourth Level , especially Fourth Level Test 3, should be equal
to the FEI Prix St Georges test thus making transition to FEI very easy. However, the idea of doing PSG out weighted that
of doing Fourth Level test 3. The new Fourth level will be simpler making the transition to FEI PSG a step up! Canter
changes will graduate from simple changes in Fourth Test 1 to three changes on the diagonal interval approximately at the
quarterline/centerline/quarterline in Fourth test 2 to three changes every fourth stride in Fourth test 3. All canter half
pirouettes have been replaced by working-half pirouettes.

It is always exciting to have new tests and this will be no difference!
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The Connecticut Dressage Association
Is sponsoring teams to compete at

Lendon’s Youth Dressage Festival
July 9 - 11, 2010 in Saugerties, NY

For full information on the LYGF, go on the web to
www.dressage4kids.com

Qualifying rules for the CDA team(s):

As a team member, you must be a CDA member in good standing at the time your qualifying score is earned.

As a youth rider participating on a sponsored team, you are required to volunteer a minimum of eight (8)
hours at a CDA sponsored function.  This can be a schooling show, or one of the clinics or workshops coming up.  The
organizer of the event where you volunteer needs to sign off on your volunteer hours, and that note must be sent to your
team organizer.  Your volunteer hours must be completed by the time of the Festival.  There are no exceptions.

If you are interested in being a CDA Youth Team Member, you  must send a letter of intent to the organizer. (This letter
lets your team organizer know that you want to be considered for a CDA team.)  In this letter please include the following:
your name, address, phone and email, your age, and the division you plan to enter at LYDF. This letter needs to be
postmarked by May 1, 2010.  Because LYDF is earlier this year, the ordering of shirts, planning meetings, study
sessions, etc. will need to be organized early in May.  If the organizer doesn’t know you want to be part of the team, you
may miss out on all the fun of working with your teammates to prepare for LYDF!

Along with your information, please send your highest  qualifying score - as stated in the prize list for LYDF - along with
a copy of the front page of your qualifying test sheet.  If  you haven’t gotten your qualifying score at the time you send in
your other information, please make a note in your letter of intent, telling the organizer what your qualifying plan will be.
Then don’t forget to send your score as soon as you earn it!!

Please send all letters of intent and qualifying scores to:  Vicki Hammers-O’Neil, 19 Falcon Ln., Meriden CT
06451.

Teams will consist of 3 or 4 horse/rider combinations.  CDA will send as many as two (2) 4-member teams.  Teams will
be selected by scores, with the top 4 (or 3) riders on the first team, then the next 4 (or 3) riders on the second team, etc.
In past years, CDA has been able to make it so that all qualified riders are on a CDA team.

All youth riders chosen for a CDA team will receive a team saddle pad, a CDA team polo shirt, and a CDA hat, all in
coordinating team colors.  CDA will sponsor $80 of each individual’s entries, and the team member will be responsible for
paying the remainder of the fees. All team members will be responsible for their own lodging and meals.

Vicki Hammers-O’Neil, CDA Youth coordinator, will be going with the teams as chef d-equipe.  Vicki will organize prep
sessions to study for the written test as well as tack stall decorating sessions. Watch for more info!  Vicki or Erin will be
in touch!!

http://www.dressage4kids.com
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TO ALL YOUTH MEMBERS!

Hi, my name is Erin O’Neil. I was the Youth Representative for CDA the past two years and have been honored
to return for the next two. Though we are only a few months into 2010, I have already started planning events for the year.

Besides sending teams to Lendon’s Youth Dressage Festival in July, I would also like to organize a few educational
outings for us. With that said though, I really need in-put from all of the youth in CDA. Let me know if you have an ideas
educational wise or just a fun thing we could do.

Also, CDA is always looking for volunteers, and there are plenty of different locations throughout Connecticut that
events are being held. Not only does it look good for colleges, but if you plan to be apart of the youth team its necessary
to do 8 hours before the show. So, get on those volunteer hours! If you are interested in volunteer or want to learn how
contact Kari Bradshaw, her contact info is on the first page of the Centerline.

Now for the fun part?! Every year CDA sends teams to compete at Lendon’s Youth Dressage Festival, which is a
show specifically for youth riders. LYDF consists of 3 parts: a dressage test of your choice, a written test on two books
assigned to your age group, and an equitation class. Riders are split by age group and riding level. Aside from final division
awards, regular class placings, and team awards there are a multitude of special awards listed in the prize list.

I have been a team member for past 5 years, and also went as a groom one year so I can say from experience there
is nothing like LYDF. It is the most enjoyable horse show, for not only the CDA team members but also the parents
involved. We have regular meetings for studying and making decorations for the tack stall decorating competition. By the
end of the summer you will have a whole new group of absolutely amazing friends, we become a little CDA family.

The show is a bit earlier this year, July 9-11, so the qualifications are different. Riders need one score of 55% or
higher at the level they choose to compete at. The score can be from any schooling show or recognized show, as long as it
was received after the 2009 LYDF. More details about qualifying are available at youthdressagefestival.com.

Unfortunately, an earlier show means less time to prepare and plan, so if you are interested in being apart of the
CDA team please send a letter of intent to myself at erinoneilxo@aol.com or Vicki Hammers-O’Neil at fourtempis@aol.com.
If you wish to snail mail your letter please send it to either one of us at, 19 Falcon Lane, Meriden, CT 06451. We are asking
you send as soon as possible but the due date is April 15, 2010. No letters of intent will be accepted after this date.

We will be having a youth meeting sometime in mid-March so please let me know if you are interested in becoming
involved with the CDA Youth Program. Feel free to email me anytime and please do not hesitate to become involved, there
is so much to learn, and we also have fun!

Sincerely,

Erin O’Neil

***DETIALS ABOUT LYDF ARE IN THE CENTERLINE EVERY MONTH***
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS OF THE 2010
CDA SI LENT AUCTI ON!!!

Blue Ribbon Sponsors:
Thule Inc.  (http://www.thule.com)
Uckele (http://www.uenutrition.com/)
John and Leslie Gordon

Red Ribbon Sponsors:
Ann Guptill, Fox Ledge Farm (http://www.foxledgefarm.net/foxledge_home.html)

BarnSweetBarn DVDs  (http://www.barnsweetbarndvds.com)
Bobbi Carleton, Weatogue Stables (http://www.justhorses.com/ind/C954.html)

Crazy Legs (http://crazylegsstore.com/)
Deer Run Feed (http://www.deerrunfeed.com/)
In the Stirrup  (www.inthestirrup.com/onlinestore/)
Nutramax  (www.nutramaxlabs.com/)
Margaret Freeman & The Horse Journal  (http://www.horse-journal.com/)
Stagecoach West (http://www.stagecoachwest.com/)
Vicki Hammer’s-O’Neil, Once Again Farm (http://www.justhorses.com/ind/C572.html)
U.S. Animal Nutritionals  (http://www.usanimalnutritionals.com/)

Yellow Ribbon Sponsors:
Blue Seal  (http://www.blueseal.com/)
JP North  (http://www.jpsnorth.net/)
Marty Whittle – Top Cat Farm  (http://www.topcatfarms.com/)
Walkabout Farm (http://www.walkaboutfarm.com/)
Fern Feldman
Heidi Nottelman
Kari Bradshaw
Marisa Evans

Please support our Silent Auction sponsors!
We raised $1714 to offset the costs of our educational clinics this year!

Thank you to everyone who helped to make this event a success!!

http://www.thule.com
http://www.uenutrition.com/
http://www.foxledgefarm.net/foxledge_home.html
http://www.barnsweetbarndvds.com
http://www.justhorses.com/ind/C954.html
http://crazylegsstore.com/
http://www.deerrunfeed.com/
http://www.inthestirrup.com/onlinestore/
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/
http://www.horse-journal.com/
http://www.stagecoachwest.com/
http://www.justhorses.com/ind/C572.html
http://www.usanimalnutritionals.com/
http://www.blueseal.com/
http://www.jpsnorth.net/
http://www.topcatfarms.com/
http://www.walkaboutfarm.com/
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